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As | write | am preparing to go on pilgrimage
to Rome for the Canonisation of Saint Mary
of the Cross MacKillop and my reflections
have centred on the vision, courage, faith
and tenacity of Mary in establishing schools
so that all children would receive the gift of
education — something we may tend to take
for granted today. In Catholic Education
Sandhurst we acknowledge our colleagues
with the Educaré Awards in October each

) _ year and we celebrate UNESCO World

_ ° Teachers' Day on October 29.

So what indeed is at the heart of education and teaching? What difference
do our schools and our teachers make in the lives of our students? | would
like to share with you an excerpt from the address by Dr Nicholas Tonti-
Filippini, nationally respected bio-ethicist and ex-student at the celebration
of 150 years of Catholic education at St Monica's Kangaroo Flat recently:

“I would like to talk about the debt that | owe this [St
Monica’'s] community. This was a place that helped

my family to infroduce me to truth, to goodness and to
beauty. This was a place that received a young mind
and opened the doors of knowledge and understanding,
a place that shaped our behaviour so that we could
learn to appreciate and respect each other, a place
that showed us the greatness of God'’s creation beyond
ourselves and beyond the litfleness of Kangaroo Flat.

This was the place that taught us that the religious
dimension is intrinsic to culture. Here in this laboratory

of culture and humanity we were formed as children to
discover goodness and to grow in responsibility, fo seek
comparisons and to refine our critical senses, to learn our
history and geography and become skilled in language,
science and mathematics, so that we could draw from
the gifts of the past to understand the present better and
to be able to plan wisely for the future...

St Monica’s is a place of discovery and of love. Those of
us who are past students owe a debt for the beginning
that we were given, for the people here who taught us to
know and to love.”

As an educator | am inspired, heartened and motivated by these words.
Let us noft lose sight of the sacred responsibility and awesome privilege it is
to ‘draw forth the hidden wholeness’ of the students who parents entrust
into our care each day. | give thanks for all educators — principals, teachers,
parents and school staff — may we continue to be inspired and to inspire
each other as we work together across home, school and parish to enable
young people to ‘live life to the full’ (Jn 10:10) in the courageous spirit of
Mary MacKillop.

Blessings
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The passing of the Victorian Education Act in 1872 caused
great concerns for the denominational schools in Victoria.
The number of Catholic Schools dropped within two years of
the Act but they survived because each Catholic community
was responsible for financing and maintaining its schools.
The formation of the Diocese of Sandhurst in 1874 under
the leadership of Bishop Martin Crane OSA ensured that
the schools continued to survive and prosper. This strong
foundation was continued by Bishop Stephen Reville OSA
and through the Episcopates of John McCarthy, Bernard
Stewart and Noel Daly. Each of these leaders had Catholic
Education at their heart and were great supporters of

the schools and the teachers in them. Each could claim
significant contributions to various aspects of Catholic
Education during their period in office. Bishop Grech
continues the tradition today.

Bishop Martin Crane OSA Bishop Stephen Reville 0SA Bishop John McCarthy
1874 - 1901 1901 - 1916 1917 - 1950
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The Reception of the Body and Funeral
Vigil for Bishop Joseph Grech took place
at Sacred Heart Cathedral Wednesday
January 5 at ?pm.

More than a thousand people came together to
pray for the eternal life of Bishop Joe in what was
an emotional outpouring of grief and celebration
of Bishop Joe's life and ministry.

The Cathedral organ played “fanfare of a Bishop”
as the congregation gathered for the opening
prayer. Bishop Joe's family took their seats at the
front of the church as an emotional Monsignor
Marriott welcomed everyone to the Cathedral for
the vigil.

Death, whether expected or unexpected, brings
grief and immense sadness, the vigil, as the name
suggests, is a time for keeping watch. The funeral
vigil for Bishop Joseph Angelo Grech was an
opportunity for friends, colleagues and members
of the parish and Sandhurst community to gather
with Bishop Joe's family to keep watch with them
in prayer.

Symbols of Bishop Joe's life were carried to the
front of the Cathedral and placed tenderly beside
the coffin as the congregation prayed for the life
of their much loved Bishop. A bible, a photo of
Bishop Joe at the recent pilgrimage to Rome and
a Maltese flag were some of the symbols of this
wonderful life.

As Monsignor Marriott invited all present to come
forward to place a stone in the water he spoke of
the power of water to refresh us and soften those
things too hard to bear. “Come forward and place
a stone in the water and ask God to soften the
grief in our hearts and refresh our spirits” he said.

The funeral vigil and reception of the body of
Bishop Joseph Angelo Grech, 6th Bishop of the
Diocese of Sandhurst was an opportunity for a
private expression of grief for those who had
taken Bishop Joe into their hearts, a chance to
touch his hands and to say one last goodbye.

May the love of God and the peace of the Lord
Jesus Christ bless and console us and gently wipe
every tear from our eyes.
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He was a man of the people and on
Thursday, January 6 the people came in
their thousands to farewell their much
loved Bishop of Sandhurst, Joseph Angelo
Grech.

Thousands of mourners filled the Cathedral and
overflowed into marquees in the Cathedral grounds,
an estimated 4,500 people in all.

The sombre atmosphere of the congregation bore
testimony to the deep feeling for this warm hearted
Bishop. Disbelief and sorrow lingered, along with
the grateful acknowledgement that Sandhurst was
blessed to have had Bishop Joe at the helm for
almost 10 years.

Remembered for his warmth, passion and the ability
to make each person feel special, his legacy will be
his enormous capacity for pastoral care and his love
of young people.

Cardinal George Pell led the funeral service along
with a multitude of Bishops and Priests. The Sacred
Heart Cathedral Choir sang for their Bishop, the
congregation united in their grief and desire to pay
their respects to such a great and humble man.

The Apostolic Nuncio, His Excellency Most Reverend
Giuseppe Lazzarotto joined Cardinal Pell, Sandhurst
Diocese Administrator Monsignor Frank Marriott,
Archbishop of Melbourne Denis Hart and the

Bishop of Darwin Eugene Hurley as the Principal
Celebrants. 33 Arch Bishops and Bishops from
across Australia and Australasia, as well as almost
200 hundred Priests from Sandhurst and beyond,
concelebrated the funeral mass.

Members of Bishop Joe's family travelled from Malta,
including his brother Carmel and sister Rosetta,
together with Bishop Joe's Aunt Tess and Uncle Jim
from Melbourne who were by his side when he
passed away. A large Maltese contingent was also
in attendance.

His Excellency, Mr Frank Tabone, High
Commissioner for Malta, delivered the tribute to
Bishop Joe. He said that although people were
saddened they could also be comforted by the work
Bishop Joe had done to help people during his life.

The requiem mass was held 40 years to the day

that Bishop Joe arrived in Australia to continue his
studies for the Priesthood. His close friend and fellow
Seminarian Archbishop Coleridge delivered the
homily recalling the many gifts and achievements

of Bishop Joe, who he described as a servant of the
Universal Church.

“At times people forget that all Bishops are involved
on three levels — local, national and international.
Most people see only the local. But some bishops
are involved more than others at the national and
international level — and Joe Grech was one of
those,” said Arch Bishop Coleridge.

At the conclusion of the Mass, and as the coffin

of Bishop Joseph Angelo Grech DD, Bishop of
Sandhurst was lowered info the crypt beneath

the Sacred Heart Cathedral, people clapped in
spontaneous appreciation of the man of the people.

Perhaps Archbishop Coleridge said it best with his
words, “We gather in Sacred Heart Cathedral to
say, “Good-bye, Joe”. But we also say, “Thank you,
Joe: grazzi hafnal!

""Thanks for so many beautiful and surprising things
through your beautiful and surprising life, cut short in
a way neither you nor we expected.” E
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This Spirit of Sandhurst Magazine captures the spirit of
Catholic Education in the Sandhurst Diocese - its uniqueness, vibrancy, innovation
and commitment to enhancing the lives of its students, families and teachers.




