BLESSING THROUGH EARTH
We enjoy the physical and spiritual connections to our lands, waters and environment. The physical and spiritual connections are the necessary elements of our life's energy.. This land gave us our names. It shaped our lives and gives us our life. Our relationships are written in the land, we and the land belong to each other. Our relationship of the land is at the centre of our lives, the country is us. Through land, all gifts come to us. It provides all our needs.
(Didge music begins and plays during anointing.)
We join these powerful gifts together (ause) -(pour soil and water into two bowls)
We cover ourselves in a spirit of wonder, gratitude and responsibility for the use of all the gifts given by Creator God to the whole land and to each one of us. We prepare to enter into the actions of the day that we may be reformed into new and holier creatures.

(The leader paints the back of the hands or face with the ochre 
and passes the bowls around for each person to do the same.)
Leader: The ceremony is finished. Let us go to our day's activities.. (Leaders leave the space and go into the assembly accompanied by didge music and themselves playing the clapsticks)
Here are 2 possible Acknowledgements of Country
Number 1.
As we gather on this sacred land, let us acknowledge that we are standing on country for which the members and elders of the local Aboriginal community and their forbearers have been custodians for thousands of years, on which they have performed age old ceremonies, celebrations, initiations and renewals. We acknowledge their living culture and unique role in the life of this country.
Number 2.
We acknowledge the Traditional owners of this land. their prior ownership and the care they maintained for thousands of years. We acknowledge that we who have come late to this land did not settle it peacefully or acquire it justly. We gather on this land we now share, aware of the past injustices. Knowing our own respect and connection to the land. We stand open to the spirit who has long lived in this land and open to hearing the Indigenous People's meaning for this land. We resolve to continue to appreciate its beauty, to wisely and generously protect its resources and never again allow the original owners to be denied their connection.
Second Request: Coolamon and The Earth explanation
Coolamon is a carrying bowl carved from roots, trunks and branches from various trees. Uses include holding food and water, digging and cradling babies. The Coolamon can be used for the Baptismal vessel and the bread of the Eucharist. Art work (patterns) are burnt into the wood using lengths of heated wire and this being artistic interpretations of the landscape and stores learned by the crafts women form
early childhood.

The Earth:
For thousands of years Aboriginal people have lived in this land and fashioned a culture that endures to this day. And during all which influences their lives so strongly that no matter what happens, they remain for ever people of their culture, and their way of touching the mystery of God's Spirit in you and in creation.
Our lives are copyrighted in the land, it owns us. This land gave us our names we are the chapters and illustrators of its intent and meaning, it shapes our lives and gives us our life. We are its servants: our relationships are written in the land. we and the land belong to each other. Through land all gifts come to us
Bless our beautiful land. 0 Lord,
With its wonderful variety of people.
Of races, cultures and languages.
May we be a nation
Of laughter and joy.
Of justice and reconciliation.
Of peace and unity,
Of compassion, caring and sharing.
Aboriginal people have traditionally used a Smoking Ritual as a symbol of our forgiveness and cleansing.
We will now pass through smoke. 

As we do this, we are encouraged to mix thus expressing our desire to be together as one people of God
Participants pass through the smoke on the way into the church. Smoking is involved with the Spirit of Creation calling us to this place. The calling is symbolic of the gift of invitation that is given to us by the original inhabitants of this place.
