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INTRODUCTION
LEADER:
During the creation of our world, the ancestors moved across the land hunting, camping, fighting and loving and in doing so shaped a featureless land that included the plant and animal life, the trees, hills, mountains and lakes around us; and this is extended on to the stars, planets, the moon and the sun. .  Moving from Dreams to actions, our Dreaming stories are part of our oral traditions.  These stories are the concepts for our way of life.  They tell of the laws that would govern all human, plant and animal life and are represented by the trees, hills, mountains and lakes around us; and this is extended on to the stars, planets, the moon and the sun.  

Gathering Song – The Great Southern Land

This is our nation, this is our land.  This is our future, this is our hope.  A land of reaping, a land of harvest.  This is our land, this is our home.

Chorus
This is the great southland of the Holy Spirit.  A land of red dust plains and summer rains.  To this sun-burnt land we will see a flood, and to this great southland His Spirit comes.

READER:
Close your eyes and in our minds let us turn to the EAST , it is the ‘SPRING’ of our life.  With each sunrise that heralds the dawning of a new day, we ask for guidance and illumination to see clearly who we are before God our Creator Spirit.  Let us focus on the seeds of new life, and our spiritual development.  May our relationship with God and the Earth be nourishing to our souls and fruitful to our existence.
What in my life prevents me from deepening my relationship with God?
What do I need to do to restore harmony in my life?

This is our nation, this is our land.  This land of plenty, this land of hope.  The richest harvest is in her peoples, we see revival, His Spirit comes.

Chorus
This is the great southland of the Holy Spirit.  A land of red dust plains and summer rains.  To this sun-burnt land we will see a flood, and to this great southland His Spirit comes.

READER:
Let us now turn our attention to the SOUTH , the ‘AUTUMN’ of our life.  It is a time when Mother Nature displays her colours in all its brilliance, just before the ‘fall’ of the leaves.  Focus on our emotional growth and our inner journey of greater self knowledge, which leads us to ponder how to be sensitive and respectful towards others and their feelings.  Shed the feelings that are preventing you from reaching your full potential as a person, be at one with the land, be at peace with our Creator Spirit, God of all.
Have I shown kindness and compassion to those in need at the appropriate times?
How have I expressed my hurt and bad feelings?
Have I been able to set aside strong personal negative feelings in order to serve others and be at peace with myself?

This is our nation, this is our land.  This lucky country, of dreams gone dry, and to this peoples we see a harvest and to this land, revival comes.

Chorus
This is the great southland of the Holy Spirit.  A land of red dust plains and summer rains.  To this sun-burnt land we will see a flood, and to this great southland His Spirit comes.

LEADER:
let us now turn to the NORTH, where the focus is on thought and intellectual growth.  It is the ‘SUMMER’ of our life, a time when we are asked to put into action the learning and wisdom we have received from our parents, Elders and teachers.  Analyse right from wrong and liberate yourself totally.  Break down the barriers that are preventing you from being free to love and forgive.  Open your mind and heart to the needs of others.  Let these new insights about yourself lead you to a balanced life, as it should be.

This is our nation, this is our land.  This is our future, this is our hope.  A land of reaping, a land of harvest.  This is our land, this is our home.

Chorus
This is the great southland of the Holy Spirit.  A land of red dust plains and summer rains.  To this sun-burnt land we will see a flood, and to this great southland His Spirit comes.

READER:
As we turn WESTWARDS, the place of the setting sun, we focus on the physical care of our bodies and the ‘WINTER’ of our life.  The day disappears and the night sets in. It is dark and cold and one can easily be discouraged by the mood of the day/season.  We can be more susceptible to illness in our thoughts and our bodies at this time. Show compassion to those on the edge.  Show consideration for the physical struggles they have had to endure.  Be grateful for the gift of life the Creator Spirit has given you.

This is our nation, this is our land.  This land of plenty, this land of hope.  The richest harvest is in her peoples, we see revival, His Spirit comes.

Chorus
This is the great southland of the Holy Spirit.  A land of red dust plains and summer rains.  To this sun-burnt land we will see a flood, and to this great southland His Spirit comes.

This is our nation, this is our land.  This lucky country, of dreams gone dry, and to this peoples we see a harvest and to this land, revival comes.

Chorus
This is the great southland of the Holy Spirit.  A land of red dust plains and summer rains.  To this sun-burnt land we will see a flood, and to this great southland His Spirit comes.

READER:
Reading - Listen to the Wisdom of Ben Sirach.

If you love to listen you will gain knowledge, and if you pay attention you will become wise.
Stand in the company of the Elders.  Who is wise?  Attach yourself to such a one.
Be ready to listen to every godly discourse, and let no one wise escape you.
If you see a wise person, rise early to visit such a one; Let your foot wear out their doorstep.
Reflect on the statutes of the Lord, and meditate at all times on God’s commandments.
It is the Lord who will give insight to your mind, and your desire for wisdom will be granted.


Prayer for Guidance 
An adaption of “Prayers before an Awesome God…for Young People” by David Haas

LEADER:
Creator Spirit, God of All, today we come together as people who are out to make a difference for the lives of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students in our land.  

READER:
Psalm 32	
 “…you keep telling us: pay attention, listen to me, I will show you the way. Don’t worry, I will look out for you, Stop trying to be God, for that is my job…”

All:  We pray to the Creator Spirit for wisdom to help us to express and understand what is happening within us and all around us

READER:
Psalm 35	“…do not stay silent…take up my cause!”

All:  May we hear the voice of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in our schools, whether it be the lonely voice, the sad voice, the angry voice, the happy voice.  We pray that our ears be open to their call.

READER:
Psalm 67	“Shine your light on us Creator…you astound us all with your justice and fairness, your creation sustains our life.  Keep blessing us, and we will honour you always.”

All:  May we as guardians of these young people in our care continue to be strong and committed to be with them in their times of joy and times of struggle.  

READER:
Psalm 68	“…but we who are faithful to the Creator, we are happy, and we celebrate!  Sign songs, make merry, start the music and dance.  God has many wonderful names; sing them all!  Defender, protector, loving parent for all of us…liberator, merciful…Holy friend.”

All:  May we encourage our young people to believe in themselves and to reach for the stars by listening to them with true hearts and open minds.  God’s dream is our dream.

READER:
Psalm 97	“Creator Spirit,  you rule the universe…you guide us with justice and wisdom.  Come,  show us new possiblities.”

All:  May those of us gathered here today answer the challenge to prepare young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders for their future lives in this country, with respect, dignity and love.  

READER:
Psalm 112	“If we love God…we can know true happiness.  This God of ours is one who only knows mercy, compassion and juistice. Whe people experience God, they change….when we trust God, we become strong.  When we support those in need, we become one with God…”

All:	May we in our role as parents, guardians, care-givers and educators to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students reveal elements of the Earth Mother, to just ‘always be there’, to be disciples and to be people of faith for our young people and each other.

LEADER:
We remember the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families who have endured the pain and loss of loved ones, through the separation of children from their families. As we celebrate, may we never forget the hearts of the broken and we pray for a healing that is based on God’s justice.

Aboriginal Our Father 

You are our Father, you live in heaven. we talk to you Father you are good.
You are our Father You live in heaven, we talk to you Father you are good.

We believe Your word Father, we your children give us bread today.
We believe Your word Father, we your children give us bread today.

Stop us from doing wrong Father, save us all from the evil one.
Stop us from doing wrong Father, save us all from the evil one.

Others have done wrong to us, and we are sorry for them Father today.
Others have done wrong to us, and we are sorry for them Father today.

You are our Father You live in heaven, we talk to you Father you are good.
You are our Father You live in heaven, we talk to you Father you are good.



Land, Fire and Water Ceremony

Gathering Song - By the Riverside

By the riverside, come and sit you down, 
watch the waters glide.
By the riverside, come and sit you down, 
watch the waters glide, let the care of every day fade away 
on gentle river sands.

Maybe it’s out here, what we’re looking for, 
Where the air is clear,
Maybe it’s out here, what we’re looking for,
Where the air is clear,
And the cares that wigh you down in the town
don’t matter any more.

Maybe it’s our here, what we’re looking for,
something very clear,
Manybe it’s our here, what we’re looking for,
something very clear,
yes, a clear and obvious sign for our time,
leaving no doubt at all.

Maybe he’s out here, the one we’re looking for,
somewhere very near,
Maybe he’s out here, the one we’re looking for,
somewhere very near,
speaking on the gentle air of his care;
his lover for evermore.


LEADER:
We have three containers: one with local earth, another, water and a third with gum leaves for the fire.. The ceremony can take place with Indigenous people alone or with Indigenous and Non-indigenous. This version presumes the presence of Non-indigenous people and has a Reconciliation theme. The ceremony can be adapted for use with Indigenous people alone.

For thousands of years before recorded time, our people have walked on this LAND, on their own country.  Our relationship with the land is at the centre of our lives.  Our country is our mother: in a sense our country is us.  FIRE is important to our people; our people could not do without it.  Fire means the calling of people together the gathering in a circle around the fire for cooking and eating and for warmth at night; the gathering for ceremonies; the gathering for story telling; the place for being together.  Fire is at the heart of our Indigenous culture.  WATER is also important to our people. In the driest part of the driest country, water is life-giving, refreshing, cooling and cleansing to our country and to us.
READER:
Land, Fire and Water also have deep symbolism in our Christian heritage. In the Old Testament LAND was God's promise to the Jewish people.  In the New Testament, Christian people are called to have a deep sense of care for land and all creation.  All creation and life looks forward to the promised land of heaven.  For Christians FIRE represents the light of Christ. The Holy Spirit came down upon the apostles at Pentecost as tongues of fire. We think of the flame of faith burning in people's lives.  WATER is the symbol of baptism, which gives us new life and hope and makes us one with Jesus and with each other.
READER:
This container is filled with earth from our land. 
This is our fire.
This container is filled with water. 

We invite you to come forward in a moment and touch a Message Stick.
We invite you to touch this earth, our land.
We invite you to touch the water and put your hands in the water. 
Let us feel and sense it as life-giving. 
You may like to make the sign of the Cross on your forehead with the water.
We invite you to feel the warmth of our fire. 
Let us sense the warmth as a call to all people in this country to come together warmly, sharing our different stories and being together as one.

(Everyone now comes forward to touch a Message Stick, the earth and the water and feel the warmth of the flame. 


Closing prayer: 

May the Creator Spirit, God of All provide you with:

· A sense of direction, see the many paths set before you to follow.  Seek God’s wisdom to choose wisely.
· Complete harmony with yourselves and all that is around you.
· Wholeness within yourselves to be resilient to withstand life’s challenges, and,
· Growth – spiritually, emotionally, physically and intellectually.

May you experience the future with courage to grow personally by strengthening and deepening the quality of your relationships as well as your awareness of others, creation and God.  

ADDRESS:

Closing song: Yill Lull (I Sing) Joe Geia

I sing for the black and the people of this land.
I sing for the red and the blood that was shed.
I sing for the for the gold and the new year, young and old.

Yil lullay, yil lullay, yil lullay, yil lullay, yil lullay..repeat.

I sing unto him of the Most High.
And I sing so much praise it makes me want to cry.
Now I’m singing for you so all can recognise.

Yil lullay, yil lullay, yil lullay, yil lullay, yil lullay..repeat.

Sing for the black, sing for the red,
Sing for the black, sing for the red,
And the gold, for young and old, the stories told.

Yil lullay, yil lullay, yil lullay, yil lullay, yil lullay..repeat.


Thank you all for attending tonight, may you have a pleasant evening and a safe return to your homes.
