LAND, FIRE & WATER CEREMONY
This ceremony contains traditional Indigenous elements. It can be used by Indigenous or Non-Indigenous people (simply by changing some of the wording). Some parishes may choose to use this ceremony as an introduction to the Indigenous Sunday Eucharist.

Requirements:

Two Readers – some of whom should be Indigenous people when this is possible.

A container of earth from the local area.

A container of water.

A fire. (A good – non-smoking – fire can be produced by using a non-inflammable container with 7 centimetres of cotton wool covered with about 3 centimetres of salt. The container can be about 15-20 centimetres wide and about the same depth. This should be completely soaked with methylated spirits until it sill take no more.. The flame should last for 30-60 minutes.)

First Reader:
For thousands of years before recorded time, 

our people have walked on this LAND, 

on their own country.

Our relationship with the land is at the centre of our lives.

Our country is our mother: in a sense our country is us.

FIRE is important to our people: our people could not do without it.

Fire means:

•
the calling of people together

•
the gathering in a circle around the fire



for cooking and eating



and for warmth at night;

•
the gathering for ceremonies;

•
the gathering for story telling;

•
the place for being together –

Fire is at the heart of our Indigenous culture.

As caretakers of the land our people used fire as a way of rejuvenating the country, of bringing new life for the animals and the inheritance of a rich fertile land for our future generations.

WATER is also important to our people.

In our dry country, water

•
is life-giving,

•
refreshing,

•
cooling

•
and cleansing

to our country and to us.

My ancestors have danced and sung the creation story of all river ways to proclaim the sacredness of the gift of water for thousands of years.

God chose us Aboriginal people to take care of this land. God gave us the laws to sustain and nurture all that had been created. 

Second Reader:
Land, Fire and Water also have deep symbolism in our Christian heritage.

TOUCH

In the Old Testament LAND was the fulfillment of God’s promises to the Jewish people the in the New Testament, Christian people are called to have a deep sense of care for land and all creation. We look forward to the culmination of all creation and life in the Promised Land.

LIGHT

For Christians FIRE represents the light of Christ.

The Holy Spirit came down upon the apostles at Pentecost as tongues of fire.

We think of the flame of faith burning in people’s lives.

We think of the ashes of repentance.

POUR

WATER is the symbol of baptism, which gives us new life and hope and makes us one with Jesus and with each other.

Everyone now comes forward to touch the earth and the water and feel the warmth of the flame

We invite you to touch the water and put your hands in the water.

Let us feel and sense it as life-giving.

We invite you to feel the warmth of our fire.
Let us sense the warmth as a call to each and all of us in our church and in our country to come together warmly, sharing our different stories and being together as one.

We invite you to feel the earth and pray that our future generations and pray that our future generations will inherit a rich and fertile country.

SMOKING
If there are Indigenous people in the community, a smoking ceremony may be a part of this ritual.
As you come forward we invite you to “smoke yourself”.

Smoking is a traditional ceremony which takes place in many different parts of this country.

Green leaves are held over a fire and the people attending the ceremony “bathe” themselves in the smoke thus produced.

The smoking can mean preparation, cleansing, purifying, or the driving away of evil spirits. In some places it was associated with mourning or the “sorry camp”.

At this ceremony today we see the smoking as a sign of reconciliation and healing.

These liturgy suggestions have been produced by the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry Adelaide and adapted by Aboriginal Catholic Ministry for Victoria.
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