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CAMPFIRE IN THE HEART 

PILGRIMAGE

REFLECTION BY THE SPRING

 

COME TO THE WATER
 
Come to the water, you who are thirsty

Though you have nothing, I bid you come
And be filled with the goodness I have to offer

COME, LISTEN, LIVE
(Repeat)

 
GOSPEL READING from John: Chapter 4 verses 3-15

In Samaria he (Jesus) came to a town named Sychar, which was not far from the piece of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by the journey, sat down by the well. It was about midday.

A Samaritan woman came to draw some water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink of water.” (His disciples had gone into town to buy food.)

The woman answered, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan – so how can you ask me for a drink?” (Jews will not use the same cups and bowls that Samaritans use.)

Jesus answered, “If only you knew what God gives and who it is that is asking you for a drink, you would ask him, and he would give you life-giving water.”
“Sir,” the woman said, “you haven’t got a bucket and the well is deep. Where would you get that life-giving water? It was our ancestor Jacob who gave us this well; he and his sons and his flocks all drank from it. You don’t claim to be greater than Jacob, do you?”
Jesus answered, “Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give his will become in him a spring which will provide him with life-giving water and give him eternal life.”
“Sir,” the woman said, “give me this water!….”
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REFLECTION ON WATER.
 

Marvel at the knowledge and ability of Aboriginal Peoples to find water in rock pools, waterholes and springs and in the case of severe drought, in water storing animals and plants. (Pause)
 How generous were the aboriginal people who saved the lives of inland explorers and settlers by sharing their knowledge of where water was to be found. (Pause)
How tragic, that in return the settlers, pastoralists and mining companies poisoned the waterholes, rock pools and springs. (Pause)

Think of the scarcity of water in Third world countries and how people have to walk miles to fetch water. (Pause)
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Water today is a precious commodity and must be reserved and conserved and all sources of water must be free from contamination and pollution. (Pause)
Think of the great damage done by excessive dam building to river bank dwellers and the landscape of the region. They say the next war will be over water. Water God's gift to humanity will be privatized! The poor 


       will die of thirst! (Pause)
 
Let us sing 
'Water of life’      during the Rite of Sprinkling,
 

Water of Life, Jesus our life

Journey from death to new life.

Fountain of Life, new sight for the blind

We come to the water, we come now to see!
Fountain of Compassion, freedom from fear,

We come to the water, we come to find peace.! 

Fountain of Justice, free all our hate,
We come to the water, we come now to Love!
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Fountain of Mercy, bind all our wounds,

We come to the water, we come to be healed!

Fountain of our Future, seek out our pain,

We come to the water, we come to be whole.

Fountain of new Life, seek out our thirst,

We come to the water, we come now to live!

Fountain of Wishes, calling our name,

We come to the water, we come now to serve.
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