Mary, Bearer of The Promise

A New Dreaming
Mary’s whole life was one of ‘listening’ and ‘waiting’. She was born into a culture that had been listening and waiting for centuries for the fulfilment of a promise (A covenant) made to her ancestor Abraham that from his seed would come one that would bring hope to a world struggling in darkness.  Isaiah 7:14, tells us ‘The Lord Himself shall give you a sign, behold a virgin shall conceive in her womb and bring forth a son.’

It was in ‘Mary of Nazareth’ that the Creator found a dwelling place for the Light that was to come into the world.  Mary can also be seen as an image or mirror of the church. A place where Christ can be seen in the ‘other’ given and received, so that Birth, growth and transformation can take place, a place where life is nurtured, not stifled. Mary can also be seen as a bridge reconciling different cultures and people of our times.

When Aboriginal People heard the story of Mary they were able to feel at one with her because they could recognise so easily, so much of her pain and suffering as she stood in silent anguish while her son was taken from her, mocked, beaten, scorned and finally dying in humiliating shame.
However, we must, like Mary, show inner calm and courage, for we too are a people who draw strength and wisdom from ‘waiting’ and ‘listening’ just as our ancestors did. Today the Creator Spirit has given us another way as well.

Mary has now become the bearer and sustainer of that New Way - ‘The Jesus Dreaming’. If we turn to her she will help us discover that this ‘New Dreaming’ can heal us, through our openness to self  - being aware of our own needs and fears, openness to others - hearing the needs of people, the young in their insecurity, the aged in their fear, the middle aged in their disillusion. This takes a special kind of listening’ and leads to identification with the poor and the desire fur justice and peace. Each age needs to look at Mary as it sees the needs of its time. Our time is ‘now’ to be open to our moment of grace, just as Mary was open to the changes of her time and accepted the pain of saying her ‘yes’ to The Spirit that will enable us to keep ‘The New Dreaming’ strong for future generations.
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